


taking action 
With genuine solidarity and healthy food, Darcy aimed to nourish the bodies and minds 
of those struggling in his community. The meals provided good food to those who may 
not be able to afford it, while also freeing up income for other living expenses such as 
rent and electricity. However, the meals were just the start of the Down to Earth service. 
The growing team aimed to take charity efforts to the next level by making sure each 
person that needs help gets past the barrier that is keeping them down. No matter the 
barrier, the team aimed to be a down to earth brother or sister when no-one else would.

The team’s operations are funded by 10c bottles and cans collected from local  
businesses and households. Down to Earth actively seek collaborations with local  
businesses, including local Woolworths and Bunnings stores, for food donations and 
supplies for friends in need. The company also generates money from the sale of D2E 
merchandise, including sustainably sourced and Australian made t-shirts and jumpers.

enabling progress 
When COVID-19 hit Australia, many charity services in the South East Queensland area 
completely stopped… but the need from the community only grew. The Down to Earth 
team took it upon themselves to help the community when they needed it most by  
continuing serve while following all government health advice. During this period the 
team went from serving a few dozen people each night to over 100 during the peak. 

Since then Down to Earth have continued to sustainably serve the community with 
over 5000 meals provided in FY21. The team are looking to grow over the coming year 
through the development of a headquarters in Ipswich, stronger collaborations with 
partners and the upcoming trial of food delivery bikes. These bikes will allow the team 
to scale their delivery of nourishing meals to people in need at a lower cost than  
purchasing a fleet of new vans.

SEEING OPPORTUNITY 

Down to Earth is a social enterprise aimed at empowering and nourishing those in need 
around South East Queensland. The enterprise was founded in Ipswich, Queensland by 
young Australian of the year finalist Darcy Witherspoon. 31% of Ipswich residents are in 
Australia’s most disadvantaged quintile (most disadvantaged 20% of Australians) and 
roughly 9% of the population are unemployed (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016). 
While observing the impact of these challenges such as low household incomes,  
prominent mental health problems and a prevalent sense of emptiness, Darcy noticed 
that the existing charitable services in the area were not enough. So, he decided to do 
something about it.

While battling his own mental health challenges, Darcy directly experienced the  
significant effects a shared meal can create. He found that a good meal has the power 
to create a genuine human to human connection and bring a sense of purpose into the 
lives of those who are really struggling. Following this discovery, Darcy founded Down 
to Earth in 2020 and began facilitating free food services. 

nourishing the communitY, 
one can at a time.

The team provided over  
5000 meals 

over the last year,  
averaging 100 people  

fed each week.

Over the last year, 
520 blankets 

were provided to those 
in need in South East 

Queensland.

Sourcing over  
1000kg 

of groceries from the  
community to give to 

families and individuals. 

The Containers for Change 10c 
Recycling scheme allows D2E 
to return 4000 - 5000 cans a 
week, raising 
 
 
 
which covers running costs.

$26,000+ 
A YEAR FROM RECYCLING

D2E have raised  
 
 
to new  
advocates and  
promoters of the  
D2E mission.

$3,000+ 
OF MERCH SALES

www.downtoearthworldwide.com

Our services are no different to a dinner table. Everyone has a seat, a voice and a purpose



Enactus QUT’s mission is to enable QUT students to be the change they want to see  
in the world. Through promoting entrepreneurial action, Enactus QUT support student 
changemakers to build projects that are empowering people, helping the planet and  
are operationally sustainable. These QUT student changemakers are working to  
empower the Brisbane, Australian and international community while tackling some of  
the most major social issues present in today’s society. These issues include the  
indigenous literacy gap, climate change and poverty.

Enactus QUT are supported by QUT Entrepreneurship which offer quality mentorship 
and resources for student changemakers. Through the leadership of team president 

Daniel Duskovic and faculty advisor Marvin Fox, the Enactus QUT executive team  
facilitate valuable events and promote student projects. The team’s goal for the  
remainder of 2021 year is to collaborate with other impact driven QUT university  

clubs to create a united community of impact makers at QUT.


